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To all those dedicated men and 
women of the pulpit who have 
always shown the way and who 
continue to lighten our path. 




I THINK I'LL GO 
INTO POLITICS 
WHEN I GROW UP/. 


I'VE BEEN THINKING 
OF BECOMING A 

V A i Kl i/ r -i~rrc7 m/ucm 



A MINISTER? 1 THOUGHT 
YOU WANTED TO DEVOTE 
YOUR LIFE TO IMPROVING 
CONDITIONS FOR ALL 
BLACK PEOPLE. 



WHAT BETTER 


PLACE TO VO 


THAT THAN 


FROM THE 


PULPIT OF A 


BLACK CHURCH? 



SINCE 1740 
CHRISTIAN RELIGION 
HAS BEEN A FACTOR 
IN THE DEVELOP¬ 
MENT OF THE BLACK 


EXPERIENCE IN 


AMERICA 



RELIGION MADE A DIFFERENCE IN THE 
LIVES OF BLACK PEOPLE SINCE SLAVERY 
DAYS AND IT HAS CONTINUED TO MODIFY 
THE BLACK EXPERIENCE EVER SINCE WE 
BECAME A NATION. j-^ 





HOW DID 
RELIGION 
HELP THE 
LIVES OF 
SLAVES ? 
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TOPAY'S EPUCATEP BLACK 
MIPPLE CLASS IS A 
MONUMENT TO THE VISION, 
FAITH ANP SACRIFICE 
, OF THE BLACK CHURCH. y 


5INCE THE BLACK CHURCH WAS 
THE ONLY * CONSTITUENCY "AVAILABLE 
TO BLACKS, IT BECAME A NATURAL 
TRAINING- GROUNP FOR BLACK 
i POLITICAL LEAPERS. r=Y \ 
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BISHOP HENRY > 
MCNEIL TURNER, 
APAM CLAYTON 
POWELL, MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, 
RALPH ABERNATHY, 
JESSE JACKSON, 
LEON SULLIVAN, 
ANPREW YOUNG 
ANP MANY OTHER 
CHRISTIAN I 

LEAPERS. / 


WHERE ARE 
YOU GOING? 


W- ’ .*5. • T V 






'V' 


r 


TO STUPY 
MY BIBLE/ 


•,rm\ 


kv^l-Tsij 




\ih\\ 
















I WISH I OOOLP 
BE LIKE RICHIE ALLEN, 
—v NIPPER. y-' 


ME, TOO, 
WELLINGTON . 
RICH ARP ALLEN 

\ WA6 A > 
GREAT | 
MAN / ) 


CORING- THE REVOLUTION¬ 
ARY WAR, HE WAS A 
SLAVE WHO MAPE 
ENOUGH MONEY AS 
A WOOF GUTTER 
ANP WAGONER TO 
BUY HIS ANP HIS 
BROTHER'S FREEPOM J 
IN 1733. S 


THE 


RICHARP 


I 












IN \~73~7 HE FOUNDED 
THE AFRICAN 
METHODIST EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH, THE OLDEST 
ANI7 LARGEST IN¬ 
STITUTION AMONG , 
E>LA CKL PEOPLE. J 




... AND ORGANIZED THEM INTO ONE GROUP / 
HE WAS ELECTEE? THE FIRST BISHOP ' 
OF THE NEW DENOMINATION. - 


IN ISIG HE WAS ^ 
A PRIME MOVER IN 
CALLING TOGETHER 
SIXTEEN INDEPEN¬ 
DENT BLACK. 
METHODIST CON¬ 
GREGATIONS FROM 
DIFFERED STATES 
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HIIS 


iiii 


Wi*. 


RI^HARP ALLEN 
WA5 QUITE A 
RELIGIOUS 
LEAPER/ ) 


I THOUGHT 
WE WERE 
TALKING 
ABOUT RICHIE 
ALLEN, THE 
FAMOUS 
BASEBALL 
PLAYER / 
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BECAUSE THEy 
CHOSE TO PRAY 
IN THE ’WHITE" 
SECTION OF THE 
CHURCH. 


SURE! ABSALOM 
JONES ! HE PAR¬ 
TICIPATED IN THE 
FIRST "KNEEL IN" 

IN 1787 ALONG 
WITH RICHARD 
ALLEN AND WIL¬ 
LIAM WHITE AT THE 
PREDOMINANTLY 
WHITE ST. GEORGES 
METHODIST EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH IN PHILADEL¬ 
PHIA, 


WHITE OFFICIALS 
PULLED THEM 
FROM THEIR 
KNEES. .. 









san 




IN I7R7 JONES 
ORGANIZED THE 
FIRST BLACK 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 
THE ST. THOMAS 
PROTESTANT EPIS 
COPAL CHURCH. 


LET'S SEE WHAT 
YOU CAN DO 
WITH 'ALOHA", 
SyBIL. 


ALOHA 


HE WAS 
ITS FIRST 
PASTOR 


THE BLACKS WITH¬ 
DREW FROM THE 
CHURCH AND FORMED 
THE FREE AFRICAN 
SOCIETy. 
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THOMAS 




FORGET IT, GEORGE / 

1 KNOW ALL ABOUT 
PAUL— SHORTLY 
AFTER HIS ORPI NATION 
AS MINISTER IN ISOS 
HE ORGANIZER A 
CONGREGATION OF 
FREE BLACKS IN A 
k CHURCH IN BOSTON. 


WORT 7 OF HIS ^ 
ORATORICAL ANT 7 
ORGANIZING ABILITY 
SPREAP AMONG FREE 
BLACKS IN BOSTON 
ANP PHILAPELPHIA, 
ANP PAUL BECAME 
A POPULAR 
EVANGELIST. J 


THE 

THOMAS 


STORY 
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THIS LEP TO 
THE ORGANIZATION 
OF THE ABYSSINIAN 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
IN NEW YORK , 

UNPER HIS j 

LEAPERS'HIP. / 


WITH THE AIP OF THE MASSACHUSETTS 
BAPTIST SOCIETY, PAUL SPENT 5?IX 
MONTHS IN HAITI TEACHING- ANP PREACHING 
TO THE HAITIANS. - 


BY 1808 HE WAS ' 
50 FAMOUS THAT HE 
WAS INVITEE? TO , 
SPEAK TO WHITE J 

CHURCHES IN_ / 

NEW YORK. J 
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HEY, NIPPER ! 
LET ME TELL 
YOU ABOUT 
PAUL. J 


\ FORGET IT, GEORGE / 

I KNOW ALL ABOUT 
PAUL /.. SHORTLY l 

AFTER BEING- _ A 

[ ORPAINEP.. .. J j 


I GOTTA TELL SOMEBOPY ABOUT YOU 
KICKING FIVE GOALS IN THE SOCCER 
GAME , PAUL. __ 
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THE 

SOJOURNE 


BOO® 

sraey 



r 

f WOULP 
YOU 
LIKE 
TO 
REAP 
IX 

SYBIL 




MJU5T FINISHEP 
WRITING MY r 
T.1FE STORY/ 7 








I SURE 
WOOLF, 

L MIKKI J 



o'\\'V\V n>- 
.\ '»'* \'' v\ 
vN' 


LET'S SEE,... IT SAYS YOU BEGAN LIFE 
AS A SLAVE NAMEP 
ISABELLA... 


[if" 
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ALWAYS DEEPLY 
PEU&IOOS, IN 
|£43 YOU .5DRPEN- 
LY FELT REBORN 
WITH AN OVER¬ 
POWERING URGE 
TO SPEAK OUT 
AGAINST 5LAVERY. 


AFTER. RUNNING AWAT 
"TO FREEDOM YOU 
WORKER AS A 
I70MESTI0- 


YOU RENAN 
SOJOU 












ALTHOUGH UNABLE TO REAI 
OR. WRITE, YOU TRAVELED 
THROUGHOUT GONNEOTIOUT, 
MASSACHUSETTS, OHIO, 
INDIANA ANF ILLINOIS 
SPEAKING OUT AGAINST 
SLAVERY BEFORE 
THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE 


THIS IS ^ 
NOT YOUR 
LIFE STORY, 
v MIKK1 !y 


THE 

SOJOURNER 

TRUTH 


1 HAVEN'T 
LIVEP LONG 
ENOUGH FOR 
AN INTERESTING 
STORY SO I 
BORROWED 
HERS 
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PANIEL ALEXANDER 


\S>\\ - 1893 





THE 

DANIEL A LEXANPER 


YOU'RE 
A PAIN, 
PIZ/ > 


THANKS, 
RALPH. 



STORY 



THANKS ? 



PAN IE LA. PAYNE ’ 

WAS THE FIRST 
BLACK PRESIPENT 
OF WILBERFORCE i 
UNIV. IN OHIO. A 


HE WAS A 
NATIVE OF 
CHARLESTON 
S.C. J 



HE OPENEP 
A SCHOOL 
i FOR FREE 
^BLACKS THERE 


HE CONTINUEP HIS OWN 
I EPLICATION AT A LUTHERAN 
l SEMINARY IN GETTYSBURG, PA 








IT'S GETTING SO YOU 
CAH'T INSULT ANY- 
&OPY AROUNP HERE. > 


IN 1&52. HE 
WAS ELECTED 
Bl SHOP / r 


HE WAS 
APPOINTED 
CHAIRMAN 
OF A 

COMMITTEE 

ON 

EVOCATION 
E>Y THE 
A.M.E. 

CONFERENCE 


HE PREACHEP 
FOR A WHILE 
IN TROY, NEW 
YORK, ANP THEN 
OPENEP ANOTHER 
SCHOOL IN 
PENNSYLVANIA, jj 


IN IS44 HE UNITEP 
WITH THE AFRICAN 
METHOPIST EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH IN PH I LAPEL- 
PHIA/ . 
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JOHN 











ANY QUESTIONS 
ANSWERED 


VjeLunzraA) 

Pfi&PfijETo/t. 


THE 


I HAVE A 
QUESTION FOR 
YOO y WELLINGTON / 




STORY 


29 












JOHN JASPER WAS 
A NATIVE OF VIRGINIA. 
HE WAS BORN PORING 
TIE WAR OF 1012. ) 


HE WAS NSPIREP 
TO PREACH WHILE 
A SLAVE! - HE 
ATTRACTED 
ATTENTION AS j 
A BAPTIST 
M INISTEiR. / 


30 








...IN VIRGINIA, WASHINGTON, 
MARYLAND? ANI7 NEW JER5EY. 


SEE I 
TOLPJA, 
OLLIE. 


... ALL YOU HAt? TO PO 
WAS ASK / THAT WILL 
BE FIVE SENTS, 
PLEASE / _^ 


WELL, YOUR 
QUESTION 
WAS 


ANSWERED? / 




HENRY HIGrHLANP 


1815 - 1882 





PP&mSI 

piiiiii 

I M//■/*! ■! ■ i tm 

Imruf'sisissi 



IT REMINDS ME 
OF HENRY HIGHLAND 
GAR-NET. 



(HE WAS A 
TAKEN 1 
FROM 
SLAVERY 
IN MARY¬ 
LAND TO 
FREEDOM 
IN NEW 
YORK BY 
HIS 

PARENTS., 





11 

I 




HE ATTENDED THE 
AFRICAN FREE 
SCHOOL IN NEW 
YORK, THEN A 
NEW HAMP5HIRE 
ACADEMY. j 


$ 



W$ 


\\ 

A.-. 


5'V 




// 
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HE WAS ACTIVE 
IN THE " FREE SOIL? 
ANP " LIBERTY " J 
PARTIES.... 


HE HELPEP BOILP 
THE ANTI-SLAVERY 
MOVEMENT WHILE 
A PASTOR AT A 
CHURCH IN TROY, , 
w NEW YORK. Ak 


L.ANP EI7ITEP 
i A BLACK 
^NEWSPAPER . 


HE GAINEP NATIONAL ATTENTION 
IN I&43 WITH A SPEECH CALLING 
ON SLAVES TO RISE. 

















3tai« 


IT WILL ONLY 
REMIND HER 
OF ♦FIDDLER"'IN 
"ROOTS", JERRY 


NEXT TIME YOU SEE 
ME I'LL BE SINGING- 
SONGS FROM "FIDDLER 
I ON THE ROOF" SYBIL. 
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THE 

HIRAM 


IT'S FOURTH FOWN 
iANF ONE TOGO, 


I FONT KNOW, JERRY/ 
HERE OOMES THE £OAOH, 
HE'LL TELL US WHAT") 
TO FO. >- 


WHAT SHOULF 
WE FO NOW, 
GEORGE? > 
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TEN YEARS AFTER. THE CIVIL WAR., HIRAM 
REVELS 5AT IN THE O.S. SENATE SEAT OF 
JEFFERSON PAVI5 BESOMING THE FIRST 
BLAOK ONITEP STATES SENATOR. J/A 


HE WAS BORN IN 
FAYETTEVILLI-:, NORTH 
CAROLINA, ANP LEFT 
FOR OHIO AS SOON 
AS HE WAS OLP 


HE HAP BEEN A 
MISSISSIPPI STATE 
5ENAT0R ANP AN 
ALPERMAN PRIOR 
TO THAT... ^ 
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WE 170N T HAVE A COACH / WE 
HAVE A HISTORIAN OF BLACK 
' V RELIGION, --- 


HE STDPIEP AT A 
QUAKER 5 EM I NARY 
IN OHIO ANP LATER 
GRAPUATEP FROM 
KNOX COLLEGE IN 
ILLINOIS — ANP PE- 
C1PEP TO MAKE A 
CAREER IN THE / 
MINISTRY. - — 


WHEN THE CIVIL WAR ' 
STARTEP HE LEFT THE 
PULPIT TO RECRUIT 
S0L7IERS FOR THE 
FIRST BLACK REGIMENT! 
ORGANIZEP IN THE 
STATE OF MARYLANP./ 
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THAT'S GOOF, OLIVER/ 
PIP YOU KNOW THAT 
BISHOP JAMES A. 
HEALY WAS THE FIRST 
BLACK BISHOP OF 
THE ROMAN CATHOLIC 
CHURCH IN AMERICA ? 


HE GRAPOATEF AT 
THE TOP OF HIS 
CLASS AT HOLY 
0R0S5 COLLEGE 


§m 


I WENT TO A ^ 
P.OMAN CATHOLIC 
ICHURCH TOFAY, SYBIL. 


f HEALY WAS A 
MULATTO CON OF 
A GEORGIA PLANTER 
ANF HIS HODSE- 
HOLF SERVANT. 




I SUPPOSE IF I HAP SAIP I WENT TO THE 

SYNAGOGUE, SHE WOULP HAVE TOLP_„ 

ME ABOUT SAMMY PAVIS,JR. 


HE PP.ES I PEP OVER 
THE PIOOESE OF 
MAINE ANP NEW 
HAMPSHIRE FOR. 
TWENTY-FIVE , 
v YEARS. ) 


JUST BEFORE HIS 1 
PEATH IN IS»00 HE 
WAS APPDINTEP TO 
THE PAPAL THRONE, 
A RANK JUST BE- , 
LOW THAT OF ^ 
SARPINAL. J 


42 
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THE 

HENRY McNEAL 


HENRY M c NEAL TURNER, 
EM SHOP, POLITICIAN, 
ORATOR, PHILOSOPHER, 
WAS ONE OF THE MOST 
INFLUENTIAL BLACK 
AMERICANS OF HI5 PAY. 


STORY 


I WANT 
TO 

TALK 

TO 

YOU, 

NIPPER. 


HE WAS BORN IN 
SOUTH CAROLINA.... 


HE JOINEP THE > 
METH07IST EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH SOUTH IN 
13^0 AT THE AGE , 
OF FIFTEEN. S 


5 










HE WA5 RE-COMIVlISSIONEP 
TO THE REGULAR. ARMY BY 
PRESIDENT ANDREW JOHNSON 


HEY, LET'S 
PLAY 

. BALL / J 


HE JOINEP 
THE A.M.E. 
OHUROH IN 
1858... , 


ORPAINEP 
BEACON 
IN 1860. J 


IN 1862.. 

HE WAS 
APPOINTED 
BY PRESIDENT 








IN 1868 HE WAS ELECTEP 
TO THE GEORGIA LEGISLATURE 
|ANP RE-ELECTEP IN 1870. 


/A 


PRESIDENT O.S. 
GRANT MAPE HIM 
POSTMASTER 
OF MACON, GA. 
IN 1869. 



I HAVE ALWAYS 
WONPEREP WHAT 
CATCHERS TALKEP 
TO THEIR PITCHERS 
^ ABOUT/ y 























|ggggg 


r HE WAS BORN ' 
IN RALLS ^OONTX 
MISSOURI, ANP 
GREW UP IN I 
QDIN6Y, ILLINOIS .J 


WHERE HIS MOTHER HAP 
TAKEN HIM AFTER 
ESCAPING FROM SLAVERY. 










ANP WAS ORPAINEP 
A PRIEST ON HOLY 
SATURDAY, APRIL 
E4, 1880, E>ECOMING 
THE FIRST BLACK 
AMERICAN PRIEST., 


SO NEXT TIME SAY \ I JUST WANTEP TO 
AUGUSTUS . NOT AUGUST !) TELL YOU THAT WE'RE 

GOING TO VISIT MY 


GRANPMA IN AUGUST. 
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WELL, I KNOW THAT \ 
APAM CLAYTON POWELL, 
SR., WAS BORN IN A 
ONE - ROOM LOG- OABIN 
IN THE BACKWOOPS / 
iOF VIRGINIA. / 



HE LATER WORKER 
IN THE MINES 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 
BETWEEN SOHOOL. 
IN 1888 HE ENTEREP 
WAYLANP AO APE MY 
C LATER KNOWN AS 
VIRGINIA ONION 
V UNIVERSITY ) J 
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IN 1906 HE&E^AME] 
PASTOR. OF THE 
ABYSSINIAN BAPTIST 
I CHURCH IN NEW J 
I^YORK CITY_ J 


..ANP BUILT IT INTO 
THE WORLP'S LARGEST 
BLACK CONGREGATION. > 


HE CONTINUED HIS 
EPOCATION AT YALE 
UNIVERSITY SCHOOL 
OF PIVINITY. 


HE WORKEP HIS 
WAY THROUGH 
SCHOOL AS A 
JANITOR ANP 
^WAITER. ^ 


& 




WHEN THE DEPRESSION OF I9E9 
REACHED? HARLEM , HE OPENED? 
SOUP KITCHENS WHICH SERVED? 
THOUSANDS OF MEALS. ,-^ 



HIS CHURCH 
CONTINUED ITS 
GROWTH IN THE 
HANDS OF HIS 
SON AI7AM 
CLAYTON 
.POWELL, JR. j 







ill 1 


m 

11 


AFTER. HIS GRADUATION FROM COLUMBIA 
UNIVERSITY IN 1932, HE USED HIS POLITICAL 
SKILL TO HELP THE BLACK PEOPLE > 
Itan OF NEW YORK CITY. 


THE 

ARAM CLAYTON 


f ADAM CLAYTON 
POWELL, JR., WAS ONE 
OF THE MOST POWER¬ 
FUL AND CONTROVERSIAL 
BLACK POLITICIANS OF 
HIS DAY, ELECTED 
TO CONGRESS IN 1944. 


STORY 


HE BECAME PASTOR 
OF ABYSSINIAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH IN HARLEM IN 
l 1932. 
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...ANP LEP BOYCOTTS 
AGAINST WHITE BUS¬ 
INESSES THAT REFUSEP 
TO HIRE BLACKS. y 


WHILE SERVING ON 
THE NEW YORK CITY 
COUNCIL, HE WORKEP 
TO GET BETTER JOB 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
BLACK PEOPLE... „ 


THANK 

YOU, 

RANPY. 





1 

r THANK > 
^YOU?^i 


f WELLINGTON T 
APPRECIATES A 
LEARNING 
^EXPERIENCE .J 














PR. MARTIN LUTHER. 



1929 - I968> 




BORN IN ATLANTA, , 
GEORGIA, FROM A 
LONS LINE OF OLI7 
FASHIONER GEORGIA 
MINISTERS. /—i—' 


UN7ER THE INFLUENCE 
OF ITS FAMEF 
FRESIFENT FR. BEN¬ 
JAMIN E. MATS, KING 
CHANGE? HIS MINF 
A&ODT THE 

MIMI^TPY 


ONCE UPON A TIME 
THERE LIVEF A GREAT 
MAN (SALLE? FR. MARTIN 


THE 

PR. MARTIN 
LUTHER 


sro/?y 


HE WAS AT FIRST 
INFIFFERENT TO 
THE MINISTRY AS 
A VOCATION.... 

HE ATTENFEF 
MOREHOUSE 
l COLLEGE IN ATLANTA. 


Ml 
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HE WAS ORPAINEP 
BY HIS FATHER 
IN 1947._ -4 


HE CATAPULTED INTO 
INTERN ATIONAL PROM¬ 
INENCE A5 LEADER 
OF THE MONTGOMERY, 
ALABAMA BUS BOYCOTT 


HE LEP ONE NON¬ 
VIOLENT ASSAULT 
AFTER ANOTHER. ON 
SEGREGATION ANP 
WHITE RACISM... 

HE WON THE NOBEL 
PEACE PRIZE IN 1964. 


HE WAS ASSASSINATED 
ON APRIL 4, 196B, IN 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE. 
HIS S0P7EN, VIOLENT 
DEATH SHOCICEP THE y 
L NATION. J - 





NO PERSON IN THE 
ENTIRE HISTORY OF 
BLACK AMERICA MAPE 
AS GREAT AN IMPACT 
ON THE NATION 
, AS PIP HE. 


WELL, HOW PIP 
YOU LIKE THE 
STORY, MIKKI ? 


WELL, IT BEATS THE 
HECK OUT OF "SNOW 
.WHITE'; CONNIE/ . 


rv ; 


MW 

JiO ) 
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